
Patent Sensitization
Hi Sarah, I see you have

nearly completed
developing your new
mobile app. Have you
considered patenting
your app afterwards?

A patent gives you the exclusive
right to make, use, and sell your
invention such as a product or a

process that provides, in general, a
new way of doing something. It
prevents others from copying or

using your invention without your
permission.

That sounds
useful! 

A patent provides the patent owner with the right to decide
how - or whether - the invention can be used by others.

Patent protection means that the invention cannot be
commercially made, used, distributed, imported, or sold by

others without the patent owner's consent other benefits
include a potential for licensing and obtaining royalties on

the patented invention.

So what are the
benefits of having a

patent?

Then how long
does a patent

last?

A patent lasts for
20 years starting

from the filing date.

Where do I go
to apply for a

patent?

But Alex do you
know of any
example of a

patent?

Of course, the electric bulb
invented by Thomas Edison has
obtained a patent since 1880, it

burns long enough to be practical
and long enough to light homes for

many hours!

You can apply at the
Registration Division

located at the
Independence house.

Thanks, Alex.
I’ll look into it.

You’re welcome,
Sarah. Good luck with

your app!

For more information contact the Trade Division on
a.dia@finance.gov.sc or TEl:4382140 

I have heard about
patents, but I am
unsure what it is.
Can you explain?


